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REASONS. 


Offer'd A GA INST 


Puſhing for the Repeal 


OF THE 


Crporation and Te ft Adr: : 


Together with Some 


QUERIES 


Upon that important AFFAIR, 


: AS. ALSO, 


A few Words of Advice to the fo 
DISSENTERS : Occaſion'd by. a certain 
Paper diſperſed at a late General Meeting, 
intitled, Reaſons * Puſhing, &C. 
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By a Prorurant DrezenTzR, a Friend to 
Truth, Peace, and Liberty, 


[© Tempora! O Mores! 
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LONDON: 


n Ofwald at the Roſe and Crown 1 the 
Poultry, near Stocks-Market 5 and Sold by J. 2 
at the Oxford Arms in Warwick- E. Nutt at the 


Royal Exchange; and A. Dodd without Temple-Bar 
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REAS ONS, Se. 


*. Would not * any to 


. the Repeal, or 
ner Een licat ion of the CO Re 


eder e nd be Acts; 
it. No one can be 


more deſirous than myſelf, to 
have the PROTESTANT 
DiS8ENTERs eaſed of every 


Chg and Incumbrance; but let 


in 


, 
Fl 


* _ be done decently and 


ne that I am a- 
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jb; 
= 
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in order. Have a Care of me- 


nacing either MIN ISTRT or 
PAR LIAMRE N T ; don't fwell 
roo big with a Conceit of your 
ſuperior Intereſt and Influence in 
the KINGDOM, or carry up 
your Petition to a Claim, 


We will allow it to be 2 


Hardſhip upon the Proteſtant 


Diſſenters, that a Law which 
was directly levell'd againſt the 
PAPis8Ts, and on that Ac- 
count, in a Time when the 
CHURCH was —_— in Dan- 
555 readily given into by the 

roteſtant Diſſenters, yet, that 


the Edge of this Law ſhould, 


for ſo many Vears, be turned a- 


gainſt the ſaid Diſſenters. 
NN . 
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We will grant _ the Pro- 


teſtant Digfenters as Ee LIS R- : 
MEN and Friends to our hap- 
py ESTABLISHMENT have 
a Right to equal Civil Privileges, 
with the reſt of his MaJEsTYSs 
Faithful Subjects; and it were to 
be wiſhed that there appear d 
to be more of a Spirit of Re- 
ligion, Honour and Liberty a- 
mong thoſe of the Eftabliſhed 

Church, that they themſelves 

would move for this Repeal; and 

it is to be hoped ſuch a Spirit be- 


gins to appear among them. 


am perſuaded that the ta- 
king of the SACRAMENT 
of the Lord's Supper AS 4 T eft ; 
or Qualification for Civil Offices, 
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is contrary to the Deſign of the 
firſt INSTITUTOR/of,it; but 
far be it from me to 2 m at 
Proſtitution lies. I am ſatisfied 
chat this has been à great Stun- 

bling Block in the way. of In- 
el ; that it has long been 


- : 


complain'd of by. the ſober Cr. 

E a Hardſhip, upon them; 

that the obliging of Perſons thus 

to qualify themle]ves for a Poſt 
of Honour or Profit under the 
Government, is placing a great 


| Number of His MART rs | 
2 | Loyal, Subjects under an Inca. 
1 pacity of ferving their King and 
| Country; becauſe they dare not 
do Violence to their Conſciences, 
by taking the Sacrament . a5 4 
Teſt. And therefore, methinks, | 
ET | to 


ES 


to attempt the Removal of this 


ſad Obſtacle would be a Province 


well becoming the Right Reve- 
rend the Biſhops, to enter into, 
both as they are PA TRONS 
of Chriſtianity and LoR Ds in 
Parliament. And if ever it be 
done to Advantage, the Motion 
muſt, as I conceive, be firſt from 


the Right Reverend Bench. Bur 


when they may have it in their 
Hearts to do this Piece of good 
Service to Religion I cannot tell: 
however, I .am not for Prote- 
ſtant Diflenters puſhing: ſo vio- 
lently for the Repeal at this Junc- 
ture ; becaule, 1 
1. I cannot think it would be 
for the Peace of the Nation in 
general to puſh it now. Nor, 

9 5 2. Can 


Oy. 


2. Can I conceive that it would 
be for the true Intereſt of the 


Proteſtant Diſſenters themſel ves. 


It is true that we are, (un- 
- der the Influence of the beſt 
of KIN Gs, ind under the wile 
and noble Conduct of a ſteddy 
Miniſtry) in a State of pro- 
found PE AC E both Abroad and 
at Home; GOD grant that it may 
be laſting, and that nothing may 
ariſe to interrupt it: but let it 
be obſerved, that our being in 
a State of Peace Abroad, does 
not prove that at Home our 
Peace may not be broken; and 
may ſometimes give a favour- 
able Opportunity to Male. con- 
tents to foment Diviſions, and 
| create 


(160 
create Jealouſies and Animoſi- 
ties among ourſelves. In a 
Time of War, all Eyes and 
Hands are varied againſt the 
common Enemy, and every one 
is conſulting the Honour and 
Safety of his Country without A 
Diſtinction; and therefore a Time 1 
of Peace "Abroad is the moſt 
likely Time for Party-deff Fen, 
ing Men at Home, to oppoſe 
and endeavour to diſtreſs one 
another. Now, whether at the 
End of a Septennial Parliament, 
ſuch a Puſh as many of the 
Diſenters are. ſo. ſtrenuous, nay, - 
even mad, for; is not likely to 
throw the NATION into ſuch 
ga Ferment; as may, at the 
next Election for Members of 
Parliament, greatly endanger 
ES B 2 the 


od 


CFP; 


the Choice of ſuch Repreſenta- 
tives as are Friends both to 
the. Government and You, is no 
difficult Thing to determine. : 


But ſuppoſing ng it muſt be a 
Puſh after all; ” the Hot-headed 
and {mprudent among the Diſ- 
ſetters. will have it to © be lo; 
what's the Conſequence of this x 
either there is a Probability of 
gaining your Point, or not ? 
chat there is not, you have been 
told by the Committee” of Gen- 
tlemen in LON DON, who had 
the Affair under Confideration, 
and whoſe almoſt' unanimous 
Opinion, alter mature Delibera- 
tion, ought to have been taken 
Bk any farther impertinent 


Harangues. But 1 will ſay, 
| Now 


(132) 

Now or never; now is the Time, 
the long expected Time; puſh 
it now and you cannot miſs, 
Well, you are to have the Re- 
peal it ſeems, but pray by what 
| Intereſt, of the WAHIGGS or 
TORIES ? Not of the Whiges, 
becauſe you are well informed 
that you cannot reaſonably un- 
der preſent Circumſtances, and 
at this Juncture expect it this 
Way. If from the Tories, you 
need not be told that zhey have 
been always Enemies both to 
your Religious and Civil Rights, 
and therefore whatever Pretences 
of Friendſhip they may now 
make to you, one may wink 
and yet fee, that ir is not your 
Happineſs, but their own In- 
tereſt they are aiming at, by 
en- 


Ca) 


endeavouring, through the fal- 


lacious Overture of ſtanding your 


Friends in obtaining the Repeal, 
to raiſe a Tumult in the N A- 
TION at the next Election; to 
play you againſt the preſent Ad. 
miniſtration; and ſo, if poſſible, 
procure a Parliament that would 
endeavour to diſtreſs our K IN G 
and his Adminiſtration, and 
thereby find an ealy Way of 


ſuppreſſing and deſtroying Tov : 
for that this Whim of Rag 


juſt at this Time, was at fir 

concerted, and is ſince encouraged 
by the Anti- miniſterial Fac r iO N, 
wants no Proof. The Manner of 
carrying it on, and the Perſon 
who would put himſelf at the 


Head of it, both in City and 


Country, makes this abundantly 
evident. 


„ 
evident. Thus, have given you 
my Reaſons in general for not 
puſhing the Repeal at this Time; 
only remember farther, that the 
Tories and thoſe in Alliance with 
them underſtand that Maxim, 


Divide & impera. 


Now before you are entred 
into too. haſty Meaſures, <7 
me, as a FRIEND, to lay before 


you a few DUERIES. 


I. Whether the Intereſt and In- 
fluence of thoſe of the Na- 
tional Church, who are well 
affected to the preſent Govern- 
ment is not equal, if not ſu- 

perior to Vours? 


* 
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As. 
II. Whether your Puſhing for the 
Repeal at this Time, has not 
a Tendency to dilconcert and 

divide that Intereſt, by diſguſt- 
ing a great Number of thoſe, W 
who uſed to be unanimous 
againſt the High Church in 


voting with you? F 
III. Whether, ſuppoſing the Ad- ; 


miniſtration ſhould favour oa . 


Petition, and thereby diſoblige . 


many of their Friends; your 


Intereſt will be ſufficient to 
counterballance ſuch a Loſs? 


IV. Whether the Adminiſtration 1 
are moſt obliged to you, or 
you to them ? If you are moſt 
obliged to them, which no 
thinking Man can deny, then 
muſt 


( T7 ) 1 
1 mult, it not be a moſt raſh and 
4 prepoſterous Thing, for you to 


without the Encouragement of 
their Aſſiſtance, yea, againſt 
0 


V. Whether it is not more prudent 
to wait till your B EST Friends 


them, and gratify cheir and 
your Enemies: a 


VI. Whether it be adviſeable, or 
grateful for you to fly in the 


ways approved themſelves to 


C _ > throw 


_ puſh an Affair of this Nature, 


ſhall judge it proper to attempt 
this Repeal ; than, by puſhing 
this Matter now, to diſoblige 


Face of thoſe, who have al- 


be your beſt Friends, and to 


Lito — 


VII. Whether you can imagine 


vil. Whether, ſuppoſi ing the Puſh 


| ſhould vote in your Favour, 


Parliament, for ſuch only as 
voted for the Repeal? The Ma- 
lignant Conſequence of which 


(18) 


throw yourſelves 1 into the Arms 
of your Emnennes ? ME 
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that the Anti-miniſterial Faction, 
moſt of which are Tories, do ? | 
ſincerely deſign any real or ; 
laſting Advantage to you by 
encouraging you to puſh for 


the 8 at this Time? 


Js 
ORG 


be now make, and the Tories 


you would not poll, at the 
next Election of Members of 


1 mes not tell you. 


IX. 


(19) 


IX. Whether it would not ſhew 
a noble Attaichment to His 
MaJEsSTY's Perſon and Go- 
vernment, unanimouſly and 
with Dada to reject an Ex- 
pedient, however advantageous 
it may appear to You, that is 
delignedly calculated to r 
them: 


X. Whether it be * to 
hazard ſo many valuable Pri- 
vileges that you now enjoy, 
for the ſake of Puſhing that 
which, if you obtain it, will be 
of 12 Advantage to you as a 
Religious Body? 


XI. Whether it is not more likely 
to anſwer your End, unani- 


. = moully 


(20 ) 
moully to join with others of 
your Friends -of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, ar the Beginning of 
a new Parliament, than furi- 
ouſly of your own Heads to 
puſh it near the Exprration of 


an old one? 


XII. Whether a certain Iriþ 
L-——4d, who, if common 
Report may be credited, be- 

trayed your Civil Rights in the 
Beginning of the Reign of His 
late Majelty KING GEORGE 
1g of Glorious Memory, when 

j vou might have obtained the 

| Repeal you are now fo zea- 
louſly ſtruggling for, had he 
not told the KING to this 
Effect, that you did not deſire 
it: A Perſon who has diſcon- 
” > certed 


— 


FW] 
certed and divided you in your 
Religious Character, and in a 
way greatly to the Diſhonour 


of the Proteſtant Difenters : 


a Perſon who, for what Rea- 
ſons you need not be told, is 
_ juſtly neglected in a religious 
and political Reſpect, and has 
liccle Weight in Publick Affairs: 
a Perſon who deſigns, if he can, 
to make himſelf gniſicant by 
forwarding this Poultenian 
SCHEME, for fo I call your 
Puſhing Deſign, is a fit Perſon 
to conduct ſuch an Affair as 
this is, wherein the Stability of 
His MAJ ESTV s Government, 
the Peace of the Kingdom, and 
the Honour and Security of the 
Proteſtant Diſſeuters are ſo 
much concerned ? 

How- 


(22) 


However weak and impertinent 
you may think theſe Reaſons and 
Queries to be; till they are fully 
and fairly anſwered, I muſt beg 
Leave to proteſt againſt Puſhing 
for the Repeal of the Corporation 
and Teſt Acts, till a more favour- 
able Opportunity ſhall offer itſelf. 
In the mean time ſuffer me to offer 
my Humble Advice. That, as 
you value the Favour of our moſt 
Gracious KING, the Peace and 
Proſperity of the KINGDOM, 
and the invaluable Liberties we as 
Proteſtant Diſſenters enjoy under 
a wile and glorious Adminiſtration; 
you would unanimouſly deſiſt from 
ſuch a raſh and dangerous Expedi- 
ent, as Puſhing for theRepeal at this 
Time, and that you would diſco- 
Ver 
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„ 
ver a generous Gratitude and no-—- 
ble Zeal for the beſt of Princes, 
by joining with Heart and Hand, 
in Conjunction with your old and 

approved FRIENDS of the E- 
= /tabhſbed Church at the next Elec- 
tion for Members of Parliament, 
to chuſe ſuch Repreſentatives as 
are zealouſſy attached to the Pre- 
ſent Government, and undiſguiſed 
Friends to Liberty; by which 
Means alone you may reaſonably 
hope for ſome happy future Time, 
wherein you may with Honour and 
Security obtain what you are now 
raſhly and vainly attempting. 


FINIS. 


